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TT 4 an obſervation of an ied 
author of a benevolent turn of 
mind, that the actions of the dead 


ought to be recorded for the benefit 
of the living. 


Great uſe may be made of the anec- 
dotes of thoſe who have been eminent 
in their ſtations or infamous for their 

actions; either as examples for our imi- 
tation, or as warning to ſhun the certain 
conſequences of illicit Practices. And 
it is devoutly to be wiſhed that the 
many inſtances of the latter may deter 
the young and unpractiſed from the 

commiſſion of thoſe crimes, and that 
diſſoluteneſs of conduct, which, how- 
ever long the day of retribution may 
be prolonged, brings upon them a woe- - 
"A 4 Ob 


1 „ PREFACE, 


ful train df ſorrows, an jgnominiods 
death---and it is to be feared an eter- 
nity of miſery and puniſhment, In 
this light narrative of the kind we are 
5 entering upon their uſe; and with this 
view the following account was drawn 
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— F the ſeveral convicts that have 
0 | appeared in print, the life and 
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* 
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Ti | 1 actions of John Rann ought to 
12 e ofa be faithfully tranſmitted to poſ- 
of the atrociouſneſs of his crimes, as for 
the folly and wickedneſs diſcoverable in every 
ſcene of the unfortunate ſubject at preſent 
m_— __ ²˙ *! T-, 

He was born in the pariſh of St. .George, 


Hanover Square, of very honeſt parents, on 


the 1 5th of April 1752: Unhappily for him, 


his parents, like other indulgers of youth to 
their own deſtruction, did not attend pro- 


pou to his education, ſo that as he increa- 


ed in ſtature he did not increaſe in favour 
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. with any ſet of men. 
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Tho! his education was ſcant 
ing, yet he was obliged about 


his fituation, and the courſe of life he was 
to eſpouſe ; and chuſing that part which was 
moſt eaſy, he applied to Mr. Dimmock, a 
Coachmaſter of character near Groſvenor 
Square, by whom he was treated in the moſt 


generous manner, and for whom he himſelf 


always profeſſed the malt grateful acknow- 
ledgments, and regard. 77 YO 

Among the variety of accounts concerning 
this unfortunate young man, it does not ap- 
Pear chat he was a ſtated Coachman to an 


nobleman, or Poftilion to the Earl of Bute, 


and afterwards Coachman to Lord March 


mont as has been reported; but only ſerved 
8 a. common Hackney Coachman under 


Mr. Limmock before mentioned. 1 
To trace out the various Atera and 


viciſſitudes in a life ſuch as that of Mr. Rann, 
would not be extreamly agreeable, and yet 


we muſt not paſs by what herein ours, 


eſpecially as it may be entertaiiing as Nen 


as inſtructive. 
Unfortunately for him, *he elnedvrd: an 
high opinion of a young lady, tb whoſe — 
tune he thought himfelf unequal, and y 


attain her heart he felt himſelf ſtimulated, by 
hopes of bettering his condition, as wall s 


i the feeling of the tender þ 


and want- 
e 14th year 
of his age to think ſomewhat ſeriouſly upon, 
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Finding upon his employ as a Hackney 
Coachman about the environs of Oxford | 
Road and Grofvenor Square produced but | 


? 4 bare ſubſiſtence, he determined a bolder 
. Fo 1 8 | 

_ Hisperfon being every way agreeable, he 

2 found means to be frequent*at maſquerades, 


aſſemblies, and other places of public reſort, 
where education is not fo much looked on 
as addrefs and effrontery. Here he became 
* acquainted with a young Lady known by 
the name of Miſs la Roache, for whom he 
„ 7 4 5D 
This lady, entirely of the beau monde, 

like other women, conſcious of their beauty, 
always affected an undreſs; and tho' ſhe 
never gave him little encouragement, yet. 
ſtill ſhe entertained him in ſuch a manner, 
as whetted his deſire to a completion of his 
waſhes.:. -< 8 „ 
By his clandeſtine practices he was en- 
abled to appear in all the dreſs of a gentle- 
man, wearing exceedinig good cloaths of 
various colours; ſuch as green or blue trim'd 
with gold; or brown taced with ſilver; his 
hat had either a narrow gold or filver lace 
round it. He took to pilfering and picking 
of pockets, the uſual preludes to farther 

depredations. 
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Scarce had he entered the eighteenth year 


of his age, when, for picking a gentleman's 


pocket, he was taken before Sir John Field- 
ing, who according to his wonted humani 


and good ſenſe, examined him with all the 
candour and generoſity that can be expected 


from a magiſtrate and a good man. 
That worthy Magiſtrate was obliged to 
commit him, but no proſecutor appearing, he 


was quickly diſcharged. In this manner he 
has appeared three times before Sir John, 
who. always treated him with the ſame can- 


dour and humanity, ſome times taking bail 


for his appearance, at other times delaying 


his examination, till the appearance of his 
proper accuſers, with a view. if poſſible to 
fave the infatuated young man. 18 1 

However wickedneſs will not always eſ- 


cape: The terrors of Tothil-fields Bridewell, 


made but a faint impreſſion upon him, tho' 
confined there, for a highway robbery, his 


commitment to the ſame priſon, for robbing 


a houſe in Hill - ſtreet, Berkley-ſquare, made 
but little impreſſion upon a man of his 
diſpoſition diſſipated. He is ſaid to have 
fold the goods, (taken from thence) to a ſeẽu 
in Houndiditch, on this he was taken up, 
and carried before Sir John Fielding, Who 


committed him to Tothil-fields Bridewell, 
for farther examination, but the proſecutor 


not 


r 


418 
not being poſſitive, as to the identity of the 
perſon, he was directly diſcharged. 


How fortunate for him, that he had ta- 
ken a leſſon of caution from ſuch reiterated 


hardſhips, but alas! on Wedneſday the 27th 


of July, he was arraigned before Sir John 
Fielding, on the charge of a rape upon a 


al of an untainted character; but in this 


e came off better than any one would 
have expected, for the young lady appear- 
ing, declared ſhe was ſo far from accuſing 
him, that ſhe never looked upon his viſits as 
diſhonourable, and that he 5 
acceſs any time to her in an honourable way. 
Tis needleſs to mention every incident. 
He was tried for the robbery of one Mr. Su- 
mart on the highway, of which he was ac- 
quitted ; but ſuch accumulated diſtreſs oc- 
_ caſwning ſtraits and diſſiculties, he was ar- 
reſted on a Marſhalſea writ for thirty-three 
pounds, and committed to. the Marſhalſea 
prifon for the ſame. While in confinement 


he was viſited by his accomplices, and ſoon - 
releaſed from the debt with which he was 


charged. 


Tis pity to load the unfortunate, and yet 


the honour of hiſtorical exactneſs obliges to 


confeſs that the unfortunate man was verboſe, © 


quarrelſome, and ready to fly into paſſions, 
anger, and other i 
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which he diſcovered an imprudence incompatible 
with any degree of judgment or folidity ; for one 
night being arreſted for cight pounds, he depofited 
his watch (worth ten guineas) for five pounds of the 
money, and his companions, being two in number 
advanced him the remainder in ſpecie. Matters be- 
ing ſettled, he exulted in the event, and ſwore that 
in a few hours he could make the public road pay 
for all that had been ſo forcibly and cruelly taken 
from him. PER Og 7 


One Wilham Clayton and Nathan Jones were his 
tutors in the arts of pilfering and picking of pockets, 
and James College a boy known by the name of 
eight ſtring Jame, was an intimate and eloſe com- 
panion. Oe 


ham Clayton, and Robert Shepherd, were indicted 
for robbing William. Somers on the King's high- 
way of four ſhillings, and putting him in fear of 
his life; but of this they were all acquitted, through | 
the lenity of the proſecutor who” did not chuſe to 
. | . N 


| | Soonafter they were tried for committing an higi- 

way robbery on Charles Langford, and taking twen- 
ty ſhillings from him, but of this they likewiſe got 

. . e FE 


His firſt trial was in April 1774, when he, Wil- 


How fortunate for him, had ſuch rebukes from 
providence made an impreſſion on him; which 
they did not, for on the firſt of May he ſtopped 

John Deval, Eſq; near the eight mile ſtone on the 
. : Hownſlow + 
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declared that ſhe 


h 


Gn 


Hounſlow Road, robbing him of his money, a- 


bout ten pounds, eight and twenty ſhillings of 


which was in filver, and a gold watch. Being in 


poſſeſſion of this booty, he repaired to one Eleanora 


Roache, a young lady whom he made the partaker 
of his fortune, and confident of his ſchemes; to her 


he gave the watch and five guineas. For ſome days 


it was kept ſafe, till money beginning to fail, ſhe 
gave the watch to one Catharine Smith in order to 


be pawned ; and this laſt offering it to one Hallam 
a pawnbroker, . it was ſtopped, as the fame had 


been advertiſed and deſcribed in the public papers: 
Smith not giving a ſatisfactory account of the mat- 


ter, and declaring that ſhe had got it from Mrs. 


Roache, both were apprehended and carried before 
the wor ſhipful Juſtice wright, wao examined them 
ſeparately, committed them to different Goals, and 
in the mean time a warrant was granted for appre- 


He was taken on Monday the zoth of May, and 


on the 1ſt of June was put to the bar of the pub- 


lic office in Bow-ſtreet, where the watch was pro- 
duced and fworn to both by the maker and by Mr. 
Devall the proprietor, who netwithſtanding could 
not ſwear to the identity of his perfen. When Miſs 


Roache was called npon, ſhedf{claimed all acquaint 
ance and connection with Rann,* and poſitively af- © 


ferred, that 2 the had before Juſtice Wright 
ad got the watch trom him, yet 


this was only in. conſequence of the hurry and con- 
fufion ſhe was in, and begged they would take yo 
advantage af ber. She even fainted away, this ex- 
cuſe ſeemed ſomewhat * but the evidence 
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of Miſs Smith ſufficiently fixed the charge; for a» 
mong other things ſhe depoſed, that on the day the 
robbery was committed, Miſs Roache told her, 
that ſhe expected ſome money from Rinn the pri- 
ſoner, who about ten at night brought her the watch 
before them and five guineas ; and that he actually 
told his confident that he had robbed a gentleman _ 


of them as has been repreſented, and that ſhe by 


the expreſe defire of Miſs Roache had carried che 


watch to Mr, Hallam in order to be pawned. 


Being queſtioned by the juſtice if -he had any 
thing to offer to inyalidate the charge, Rann replicd, 
© I know no more of the matter than you do, nor 
half ſo much neither.” Mr. Devall, and Mr. 
Hallam, were bound over to proſecute Rann as the 
principal, and Roache as an accomplice after the 


fact; and alſo Miſs Sita to give evidence. againſt 


them. 


ny - 


Rann entered the offiee with audacity than was 


ever obſerved in any other perſon in the like cixcum- 
ſtances; his irons were tied up and decorated with 


blue ribbons, and he had an enormous bouquet. of 
flowers affixed to the breaſt of his coat. His an- 
ſwers to the queſtions aſked him, ſeemed rather cal- 


culated to conyince the auditors that he poſſeſſed a 


matchleis ſhare of effrontery, rat 


F than exteniuate 


At the commiſſion of oyer and terminer, held at 

the Old Bailey in July 1774, John Rann and Ca- 

tharine Smith were indicted ; the former for aſſault- 

ing Mr. Devall on the highway, putting him in — 
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and robbing him of a watch value ten pounds, and 


ſeven guineas in money; and the latter for receiving 
the ſaid watch, knowing it to have been ſtolen. 

Mr. Devall depoſed, that about nine o'clock on 
the 21ſt of May, he was ſtopped by two men on 
horſeback, near the nine mile {tone on the Houn- 
flow Road; that he was in a one horſe chaiſe ; that 
he gave one of the robbers ſeven guineas, and the 
other his watch; that it was ſo dark he could not 
diſtinguiſh their perſons, nor even the colour of 


their cloaths ; that he advertiſed his watch with a 


reward of four guineas, if it was. brought to Mr, 


Hallam, the maker, 


— 


- 


Mr. Hallam, junior, depoſed that the watch was 


brought to his father's houſe þy Eleanor Roache. 


Eleanor Roache depoſed, that ing at the houſe 


of the priſoner, Smith, ſhe told her Jack was gone 
upon the road to procure ſome ſupplies ; that ſhe 
expeQtec him home at ten o'clock ; that he came 
home within five minutes after in a coach; that he 


N F 
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ave Smith five guineas and the watch ; that on the 
Monday night following ſhe. was there, when Smith 
had the watch by her ſide ? Fhat Sir John Fielding's 


people coming to ſearch the lodgings, Smith pur 
| 155 watch into Roache's hand; that ſhe (Roache) 


put the watch bn a chair. and placed the cover of 


the chair over it, to prevent its being ſeen; that 
ſhe aftewards talked with the priſoner, ſaying ſhe did 
wrong to give her the watch, for ſhe might have 


been brought into danger, to which Smith anſwered, 


„ Oh, as you do not live with him, if I had given 
4 . N =? 
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'& you fifty watches you could come to no harm; 


that when Rann came home he was booted a0 


ſpurred, and that this deponent went afterward to 


Mr. Hallam's, and gave information where the 
watch miglit be come at. | : 


ann in his Li faid he knew nothin af the 
robbery; that he had known Roache a conſiderable 
time, and that ſhe ſwore againſt him through ma- 


lice, becauſe he would not take her into keeping : 


and likewiſe that he had made her a 8 of ſome 


: . 


Reache owned that'a Dt had given ber ſkoes 
at Epſem, but whether it was ons Pre or Lay 


Catharine Smith in ber defence, ai har'f ſhe did 
not receive the watch from Rann, but from a perſon” 
whom ſhe met in the Strand, who took her to 
tavern, and not having any money, left the watch 
in her poſſeſſion, till he could call on her and re. 


deem it; accordingly took a ns of her 
lodgings but never came; and that Eleanor Roache 


extorted it from her maid, with whom ſhe had. left © 
it in caſe the n called for i it. e 
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mY C4 4 


The jury upon  confidering the evidence 0 which 
certainly was only circumſtantial, as the proſecutor 
could not eſtabhſh the identity of Ranp $ perlon) 
acquitted the Fer f | 


; Rann has in his general 1 and a eſpecially 
Ei ious to his trial, and at bis examinations befote 
We: 0. 


En 


: the magiſtrates, affumed an air of gaiety and affect- 


ation, ill becoming his fituation, and at the fame 


time betraying a low turn of mind; the common 
effect of ignorance and its natural and almoſt inſe- 
perable companion, impudence. | 


One of the moſt extraordinary circumſtances is, 
that he has very frequently boaſted of his enormities 
in public company ; made no fcruple to recite the 


particulars of his robberies, and even mentioned 


the time when he thought his career of iniquity 
would be at an end. He has been often heard to 
fay, © I have ſo much money, I ſhall ſpend that, 


c and then I ſhant laſt long.” It has been frequent 


in his mouth that he ſhould be hanged about No- 
vember; and it is not long ſince he betted a crown's 
worth, of punch that he ſhould fuffer before Chriſt- 
mas. | ; 


Two or three days after his acquital, he engaged 


to ſup with Miſs ----- at her lodgings in Bow Street, 
but not being punctual to his appointment, the lady 
went to bed ; and about midnight arrived, but not 


being able to get admittance at the door, he at- 
tempted to get in at the one pair of ſtairs window, 


and very nearly accompliſhed his purpoſe, when he 


was perceived by the watchman, who immediately 


_ kcured him. 


Upon his being brought before Sir John Fielding, 
Miſs appeared in his behalf, and affured the bench 
that he could have no felonious intention, as he 
only attempted to get into her apartment, where he 
knew himſelf to be a welcome gueft, and would 

5 x have 
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bave gained a ready admiſſion, had ſhe not unluckily 
fell aſleep. No other charge being brought againſt 
him, he was diſmiſſed, after being exhorted in a 
very pathetic manner by the magiſtrate, to leave his 
vicious courſes, and apply himſelf to ſome honeſt 

means of obtaining a livelihood. 75 


The ſunday following our hero appeared at Bag - 
nigge-Wells, elegantly dreſſed in a ſcarlet coat, a 
tambour waiſtcoat, white ſilk ſtockings, laced hat, 
&c. and publickly declared himſelf to be a high- 
wayman. Having drank very freely, he became 
extremely quarrelſome and abuſive, and ſeveral 
ſcuffles enſued, in one of which having loſt a ring 
from his finger, he appeared quite indifferent, ſay- 
ing in a careleſs manner, Ir was but an hundred 
% guineas gone, which one evenings work would 
& replace.” He became at length fo extremely 
turbulent, that ſome of the company propoſed turn- 
ing him out of the houſe ; but they met with ſo 
obſtinate a reſiſtance, that they were Ft; ed. to 
give up their defign. However a number of young 
2 poſſeſſed of more | wah than diſcretion, at- 
racked this magnanimous hero, and forced him 
through the window into the road. This ſo dero- 
gatory to his honour, ruffled him fo much that he 
| uttered the moſt horrid execrations againſt the fre- 
quenters of Bagnigge-Wells, for the indignity they 
had ſhewn to a gentleman of his figure, 32 


Some time after Rann had been tried for the rob- 
bery of. Mr. Devall on the highway, (as already 
mentioned) he was arreſted for twenty pounds, aud 
pot being able to pay the debt or give bail to the 
ee ok 55 action, 
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action, he was confined in the Fleet. While he 


was in this fituation, he was viſited by a great num- 
ber of ladies of eaſy virtue, as well as young feliows, 


of very ſuſpicious characters, by whom his debt was 


ſoon paid and he was releaſed. 


At another time Rann, and two of his compan- 


ons, being at a public houſe near Tottenham- Court 
- Road Turnpike, two Sheriffs Officers, who had a 
writ againſt Rann, entered the room and arreſted | 
him. As he had not caſh ſufficient to pay the debt 

he depoſited his watch, and his companions ad- 
vanced him three guineas, which, together with his 
watch, made more than the amount of the debt, 
as a balance when the watch was redeemed, being 
to be ad bo Rann, he told the Bailiffs if they 
would lend him five ſhillings, he would treat them 


with a bowl of punch: This being complied with 


the liquor was called for ; during the time of drink- 
ing, Rann complained that they had not treated hin 
like a gentleman. - When Sir John Fieldings peo- 
ple come after me-(faid he) they uſe me genteelly ;_ 
they only hold up their finger, becon, and I follow 


them as quiet as a lamb. 


The Officers being gone, Rann and his compan- 
ions mounted their ' horſes and rode off; but our 
hero returned in an hour or two, ſtopped at the 
turnpike, and - aſked the:Toll-Man if he had been 


wanted. No,” fajd the man. What do not 
you know me.” f. No., 4 Why, I am Sixicen 
String Jack, the famous Highwayman ; have any 


of Sir John Fielding's men been this way.“ Oh! 
yes, cried the Toll Man, they have. Some of them 
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are but juſt gone through” Rann replied, “ if you 
ſee them again, tell them I am gone towards Lon- 
don“; and rode off at his leiſure. It is reported 
that a nobleman was robbed near the ſpot that after- 


noon ; but it does not appear with any certainty, 


nor pretend to aſſert that Rann was one of the High- 


waymen. 
* 


At the laſt races at Barnet, Rann appeared on 


* 


the courſe dreſſed like a ſporting peer of the firſt” 
rank. He was diſtinguiſhed by the elegance of 
his appearance, in a blue ſattin waiſtcoat laced with 


filver, and was followed by hundreds from one ſide 


of the courſe to the other, whoſe curiofity was ex- 


cited to behold a genius, whoſe exploits were ſo 
Notorious to the world, „„ 


Rann attended at Tyburn on the execution before 


the laſt, he alighted from the coach in Which he 
came, and going within the ring made By the Con- 
ſtables, he deſired permiſſion to take his ſtation in 


that place, that he might have a good view of what 
paſſed, for faid he, perhaps it is very proper that 


Il ſhould be a ſpeQator on this melancholy occa- 


hon.” _ 23 
on Wedneſday the 28th of Septeinder, 1774, 
John Rann, and William Collier were examined at 


the Public office in Bow ſtreet, on a ſuſpicion of 
rheir having robbed Dr. William Bell, Chaplain to 


her Royal Highneſs the Princeſs Amelia, of his 


Watch and Eighteen pence in money, on the high- 
way, near Ealing in Middleſex. | 
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Dr. Bell, in a circumſtantial narrative acquainted 
the Bench, that between three and four o'clock in 
the afternoon on Monday the 26th of September, 
as he was riding near Ealing, two men, rather of 

aa mean appearance, paſſed him; and that he obſer- 
F e had ſuſpicious looks; though at that time, 


ad he any idea of their attacking him: However, 
* * at 


about half an' hour after three, one of them, 
ich he believed (but would not ſwear) to be 
nn, croſſed the head of his horſe, and demanded | 
his money, ſaying, “give it me, and take no no- 4 
* & tice, or i'll blow your brains out.“ The Doctor | 
then offered him eighteen pence, which was all te 
filver he had, but in ſearching for more, the high- 1 
wayman found, and took his watch | = 


The evening of the day this. robbery was com- 
mitted, between eight and nine o'clock, Eleanor 
Roache (who was kept by-Rann,) and her maid 

offered a Watch to pledge with Mr. Cordy a Pawn- 
broker in Oxford Road, who ſuſpecting it was not 
honeſtly come by, ſtopped it, and applied to the 
maker, Mr. Grignion of Ruſſel Street, Covent 
Garden, who informed him that it belonged to Dr. 
Bell. g 
| Mr. Clarke a peace Officer, informed the Magi- 
ſtrates, that on going to Miſs Roache's lodgings on 
the Monday night, in conſequence of the hints ob- 
tained by Mr. Cordy's ſtopping the Watch, he 
found there two pair of boots, very wet and dirty, 
which had evidently been worn that day. And Mr. 
Halliburton, another Peace Officer, waited ar . 
2 Roache's e 
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Roach's lodgings till-Rann and Collier came chither. 
en they were botlr apprehended. 


It likewiſe appeared on his examination, that 
on the following mo ning eng. two horſes 


were brought to Mits Roach's lo:igings, on which 


the priſoners were again to have taken a ride; but» | 


they were then, happily in cuſtody ; there couldibe” 
no doubt but the horſes were intended for the 


of Rann and Collier, as, that the latter had = | 


for the hire of them; though they both denied 
Knowing 80 wing about them. 


+ 
7.4... 


- H ereupon the priſoners were committed to „ Tothil 


Field's Bridewell for further examination on the 


Wedneſday following; and Miſs Roach was ſent to 
New Priſon as the ſuppoſed receiver of Dr. Bell's 
ſtolen Watch. The curioſity of: the people was ſo 


great to ſee Rann, that above a Mouland people had 2 


aflembled 1 in Bow Street 1 


.c 


On W edneſday October the Sch, „ Jobs e 


William Collier, and Eleanor Roachie, (together 


with Chriſtian Stewart, Roache's. ſervant girl) were 


again brought to Sir John Fi cling? s Office, when 
Dr. Bell depoſed, in ſubſtance, as he had done the 
precceding week, and poſitively ſwore that the ſtolen 
watch was his property. Hannah' Craggs ſwore to 
the being preſent at Miſs. Roache's Jodgings when 
2 riſoners went away on horſebck, on the day 
e robbery. Mr. Cordy alſo proved the ſtop- 

* the Doctor s watch, when it was offered him 


in pledge the _ evening, by Miſs Roache ; - 


.* 


d 


the moſt ſtrong and corroborating circumſtance of 
their guilt appeared 1 in the next evidence. 


William Hills (a ſervant of the Princeſs Amelia) 
who ſwore to his having ſeen Rann (whom he had 


long known) with a companion, aſcending the hill 
at acton, about twenty minutes before Dr. Bell was 


robbed ; and this anſwered extremely well to the 
diſtance from Acton to the Place where the robbery 


Was committed. 


Chriſtian Stewart on being examined, beh 0 
with great duplicity ; pretend at firſt that ſhe knew 
nothing of the priſoners, though ſhe afterwards ac- 


'  knowledged that ſhe knew Collier; and from hence 


aroſe a very Juſt ſuſpicion that ſhe was well ac- 
quainted with the PIs : 2 the nature of their 


occupation. 


As the * was now ſufficiently Apen by 
the evidence which was collected together on the 


examination, John Rann and William Collier were 


committed to Newgate to take their trials for the 
highway robbery ; Eleanor Roache to Clerkenwell 


Bridewell, and Chriſtian n to that of Tothil 


Fields.. 


On Wedneſday October the th I 774. John 
Rann, alias Sixteen String Jack, was conducted 


from Newgate to the New Seſſions Houſe in the 


Old- Bailey, together with his accomplice William 
Collier, to take their taials for robbing Dr. William 
Bell, on the highway, near Gunnerſbury Lane of 
his watch and eighteen pence in money. 
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The evidence given on their trial was in ſubſtance 
the ſarne with that given at Bow Street, as already 
recited, and the Jury after conſultation found them 
beth guilty Death; fome favourable eireumſtances 
appeared on the trial in favour of Collier, which in- 
duced the Jury to recommend him to the eourt, for 
his Majeſty's mer x. 


When Rann was brought dawn to take his trial, 
he appeared very careleſs and indifferent, having by 
no means a proper ſenſe of the unfortunate and 


truly wretched ſituation in which all the ſpectators 


viewed him. He was dreſſed in a new coat and 
waiſtcoat of pea green cloth, with new buckſkin 


breeches, ruffled ſnhirt, and a hat bound round with ö 


filver ftrings. The trial laſted two hours, and the 


_ auditors were more affected (if we may judge from 


appearance) than the culprit. 


He was ſo confident of being acquitted, that he 


had ordered a genteel fupper to be provided for the 


entertainment of a number of his particular frier d 
and aſſociates on the joyful occaſion ; alas! how 


great the diſappointment of the company, when 
they heard the fate of the unhappy wretch, 1 


On Tueſday the 26th of October 1774, John 


Ram, William Collier, and. Eleanor Roache re- 


ceived ſentence, the two firſt to be executed at Ty- 


burn, and the laſt to be tranſported for fourteen 


years. When Rann had received his ſentence, he 
attempted to force a ſmile ; but it was evidently the 


{mile of a man-whoſe heart was tortured with grief 
and vexation. | c 2 


5 


„ — 


Miſs Roach, on the contrary, ſeemod not in " | 
leaſt affected with her ſentence. Perhaps the may | 


be more happy, and we wiſh her more innocent, in 
Ameticr, than in England. 


2 „ — 
bee a 


Since convidiion, his behavicus | is not in the leaſt - 
amended : On Sunday the 23d of October not leſs | 
than ſeven girls pined with him; the company was 
very chearful, and the wicked culprit, apeared quite 


inſenſible to the dreadful ſituation his crunes have 
brought bun o. 
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ANECDOTES | 
Miſs Roacus. 


iss ROACHTE was born of honed and 


reputable parents, names, profeſſion, and 


cruel to aggravate their diſtreſs, by pointing them 
out in ſo particular a manner. | 


After an education rather above her circumſtances. 
ſhe was put apprentice to a Millener in Ox---- Street, 
| where ſhe ſoon diſtinguiſhed herſelf by her obligin 

behaviour, and became the favourite of all the "uf N 
tomers. Scarce an article was beſpoke but Miſs 
Roache muſt carry it home, and ſeldom did ſhe per- 
form an office of this kind without being rewarded 
for her trouble. „„ 


After having ſerved about three years of her time, 
ſhe was taken notice of by a young officer in the 
Guards, diſtinguiſhed by the elegance of his perſon, 
and the gaiety of his manner. He ſoon prevailed 
with her to quit her ſervice, and live with him: 
and for more than four months ; (a long period 0 

„ ſuch 


place of abode we ſhall not mention; as it would be 


4 


1 ſuch a connection) they appeared to live in a ſtate 


* of 4 harmony; but the figure of our heroine 
9 1 ſtriking the fancy of a wealthy Jew in the city, the 
Iſraelite prevailed on her to quit her officer, and | 
take up her reſidence near St. Mary Axe. 4 
| With this lover the continued half a year, then | 
quitted his embraces for a quiet aſylum in the Tem- | 
le, in the company of a young gentleman, who 
as fince come to the poſſeſſion of two thouſand per 
annum, and had a ſeat in parhament n great 
5 82 of the laſt — 
J)) | 
d This was te phe ſtate of our heroine's exalt- 
de ation. She was Allowed a cheriot, and two ſervants 
m in livery to attend her, ſhe frequented all the faſ - 
ionable places of entertainment, and was, in ; 
com n A favourite toaſt. 
es 
ty | : | x | 
'S This conoettion ending in- conſequence of the 3 
- marriage of the young templar, Miſs Roache was 9 
ifs taken into keeping by a man in office at the Weſt |; | | 
r- | end of the Town, who allowed her two guineas and 4 
ed || a half per week, and a ſervant maid to attend her: | 
but this ſervant had privately received ſtrict orders 
Ido watch all the motions of her miſtreſs, and to no- - 
e, || tice of the leaſt deviation from the line of conduct — 
he which he had enjoined her. It is not to be ſuppoſed 4 
n. that a connection of this kind could be of long con- 
ed tinuance. Jealouſy on one fide, and an ardent de- | b 
1: | -. fire of liberty on the other, ſoon broke the chain. _ 
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At this tune our female adventurer was about two 
and twenty years of age, and in the heighth of her 
beauty, when a jolly young tar, who had juſt re- 
ceived three years pay, took her under his protection 
and prevailed on her delicacy to favour him with 
her company at his lodgings at Stepney. In this 
elyſium ſhe continued only fix weeks, when the 
ſon of Neptune having expended all his caſh, and 


ſtretched his credit to the utmoſt, left the lady to 
ſeek her fortune, and entered again into the ſervice 


of his country. 


As ſhe was walking in a penfive melancholy 
mood towards Whitechapel, a chariot ſtopped, and 
a ſervant was diſpatched to inform her that the gen- 


_ tleman in carriage deſired to ſpeak with her. She 
heſitated a little, but went on. The enamoured 
youth, however, was not to be diſappointed. He 
left his carriage; followed her, and after a few mi- 
nutes converſation, prevailed on her to attend him to 


his houſe on the foreſt, The parties ſoon underſtood 
one another, and ſhe continued in this fituation near 
half a year, when the ſudden death of her keeper, 
left her once more at large to ſeek her fortune. 


What other connexions ſhe had after this - adven- 
ture, and before her intimacy with. the unhappy 
wretch, whoſe hiſtory we have recited, we are not 


able to lay. 


She 


* 
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| She is now. in circumſtances that will afford 6 


leiſure to reflect, and it is ſincerely to be wiſhed, that 
a perfect reformation may be the Fonlngpange of ” 


reflections, 


Miss Roche is at this time about twenty- fix years 
of age, of the middle ſize, a fair complection, with 


a teint of red; but has at preſent at leaſt, nothing 
| remarkably ſwiking in kn IE earn, 


0 ali ae ln. 
frailties of our fellow creatures, and more eſpecially: 
thoſe of the tender ſex, yet when the characters and 


crimes of thoſe unfortunate victims to public juſtice 
as held up as warnings to the unexperienced, to 
avoid thoſe temptations which lead to a life of de- 


| bauchery, it becomes at leaſt an | exculable. if not 


commendable act. 


Thre are accounts of the parentage of our heroine. 


By ſome ſhe is ſaid to be deſcenced from a ieputable 


family in the kingdom of Ireland, where ſhe re- 


ceived a ſuitable education. That upon her coming 
into England, ſhe attracted the notice of a late emi- 
nent north country gentleman of fortune, and knight 


of the Bath; whoſe Memory 18 | famous for the va- 
 riety of his amours. 


% 


And that afterwards, when her paramour turned 


his attention to a new face, the became acquainted 


W with 
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with one of the ſons of Melpomene, and through 
his intereſt, was introduced into a company of 
ſtrolling players. In which ftation ſhe made no 


„ 


* 


* 


conſpicuous figure. And at length ſupported her- 


ſelf wholly by an indiſcriminate diſpenſation of her 


* 


On the other hand, it has been aſſerted with 


- plaufibility, by thoſe who ought to be thoroughly 
_ acquainted with the origin, that ſhe is a native of 


England, We ſhall therefore found our narration 


beſt authenticated. os | 


% 
- 4 "IA 
>> 
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on the latter authority, as it appears to us to be the 


